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SUBJECT: SANTA CRUZ AIR CRASH: LIABILITY 
REF: LA PAZ 8291 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED QUERIES ABOUT LIABILITY FROM 
FAMILIES OF VICTIMS OF SANTA CRUZ AIR CRASH. MORE ARE 
EXPECTED. WE ARE REFERRING SUCH QUERIES TO DR. PEDRO DIAZ 
ROMERO OF THE BOLIVIAN AVIATION ADMINISTRATION IN LA PAZ. 
WE EXPECT PRESS WILL ALSO ASK ABOUT LIABILITY. THEY, TOO, 
WILL BE REFERRED TO DR. DIAZ. 

2. FYI. NEWSPAPER EDITORIALS AND ARTICLES IN SANTA CRUZ 
AND LA PAZ SAY EITHER RODEL OR JET POWER CORPORATION WILL 
BE HELD RESPONSIBLE. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE UNDERSTAND 
LIABILITY COULD REST WITH LLOYD AEREO BOLIVIANO (LAB) 
SINCE THE PLANE WAS UNDER CONTRACT TO LAB AND FLEW WITH 
A LAB FLIGHT NUMBER. NEWSPAPERS SAY THAT SOME AMERICAN 
LAWYERS ARE IN SANTA CRUZ PRESSURING FAMILIES OF VICTIMS 
INTO SIGNING RELEASES IN EXCHANGE FOR UNSTATED AMOUNTS 
OF MONEY. WE ARE UNABLE SO FAR TO IDENTIFY LAWYERS OR 
WHOM THEY REPRESENT. SOME BOLIVIAN ARE KNOWN TO BE 
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LAWYERS THERE. AGAIN WE DO NOT KNOW WITH WHOM THE 
BOLIVIANS ARE DEALING. 

3. POST WILL WELCOME ANY POINTERS OR GUIDANCE. BASED ON 
EXPERIENCE WITH AIR DISASTERS IN OTHER COUNTRIES, THAT 
THE DEPT MAY WISH TO PROVIDE. 

STEDMAN 
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